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                     Conference Speaker                 

                   Biographies 
Rob Bovett, Legal Counsel for the Association of Oregon Counties (AOC), previously served as District Attorney (2009-2014) and Assistant County Counsel (1992-2009) for Lincoln County.  Rob is the author of many of Oregon’s drug laws, including those relating to meth lab control.  He created numerous local and state initiatives that provide science-based solutions to problems caused by substance abuse, such as HOPE and other diversionary programs.  Rob has authored many opinion pieces on drug policy, including those published by The Oregonian and The New York Times, has provided over 500 presentations regarding drug policy, has appeared on numerous programs, such as Good Morning America, National Public Radio, and PBS NewsHour and FRONTLINE, and also served on the Rules Advisory Committee (RAC) for implementation of the Oregon medical marijuana dispensary law (HB 3460).
Tim Clarke, CPCU, AIC, is the Senior Vice President of Claims & Risk for Brown & Brown Northwest Insurance. He is a highly skilled insurance professional with over 27 years of experience.  Tim works with Brown & Brown NW's largest clients to reduce their overall cost of risk.  His experience includes, contract risk management, law enforcement, handling complex large accounts, insurance company claims management, agency operations and risk management, and risk & safety training and cultural development. Tim handles complex claims advocacy and coordination of claims and risk services to improve Brown & Brown NW.
Terri Eubank, City of Ashland’s Community Emergency Response Team Coordinator,  is responsible for community awareness and preparedness, public outreach and education, and business and employee preparedness. Furthermore, she is tasked with whole community hazard mitigation and risk reduction through several innovative projects including EERT, We are a Proud Ashland Emergency Prepared Business, Map Your Neighborhood, and the CERT Program.

Peggy Hawker, City Recorder/Special Projects Director for the City of Newport, has worked for the city since June of 2000. Peggy is an MMC and is dedicated to the municipal clerk’s profession. She has served as president of the Oregon Association of Municipal Recorders, and the Colorado Municipal Clerks Association. She has been a member of the International Institute of Municipal Clerks, during her 25 years in the profession, and has served on the board of directors, many other IIMC and state association committees.
Prior to coming to Oregon, Peggy was the executive director for the Glenwood Springs (Colorado) Center for the Arts and has served as the City Clerk/General Services Director for the City of Federal Heights, Colorado. Before her career in local government, she was a book editor for a small publishing company in San Francisco.
Julia Hier, Associate with MacColl Busch Sato, PC, graduated from Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vermont in 2003 and  the University of Oregon School of Law in 2008.  While in law school, she completed a Rule 9 internship at the Washington State Attorney General’s Office Labor and Industries Division.  It was this internship which led her to focus her career on defending insurers and employers in workers’ compensation claims. Julia started working for a workers’ compensation defense firm the week after her bar examination.  She has continued to focus her practice in this work since that time.  Julia is licensed to practice law in both Oregon and Washington.

Alycia Johnson,  Director of Executive Risk for WSC Insurance, has been helping clients since early 2014.  Alycia, has spent the past seven years as an Executive Risk and Management Liability Underwriter with Chubb & Sons in both Oregon and California.  With her extensive knowledge of Professional and Management Liability coverage, Alycia is a wealth of knowledge for her clients in identifying and mitigating emerging risks like Cyber Liability and Data Breach exposures.  Founded in 1946, WSC Insurance specializes within the Public Entity and School Districts marketplace offering exceptional Risk Management Services, innovative solutions, and quality.  With a B.S. in Marketing & Finance, Alycia founded and successfully ran a business and understands the risks and concerns of many clients thus  enabling her to confidently offer Risk Management and Comprehensive Insurance Solutions.  She sits on the Board for the Music Workshop and is a volunteer Art Teacher in the Beaverton School District.  Alycia, her husband, and children enjoy hiking, camping, and golfing.
John Karns, Fire Chief for Ashland, Oregon, has 32 years in the fire service.  Prior to coming to Ashland, John worked for the Beverly Hills Fire Department for 25 years as the Deputy Chief/Operations. John holds a BS degree in Public Safety Administration and an MS degree in Executive Fire Service Leadership. He has experience in the emergency management and emergency preparedness fields and oversees Ashland’s many employee, business, and citizen emergency programs. 
Sam Kavanagh, 2012 Paralympian, on January 1, 2005 was caught in an avalanche while backcountry skiing in Montana that resulted in a severe compound fracture of his left tibia and fibula. Sam spent two days in a tent with his leg duct-taped to a shovel, dodging massive blood loss, kidney failure, and life threatening infections in his leg fracture. After nine surgeries, including the amputation to his left leg below the knee, the dream of becoming a Paralympic Cyclist was born. In July 2006, Sam competed in his first U.S. Paralympics National Championship, and hasn’t stopped since.

S am is ranked 4th in world and was the 2011 USA Cycling Elite Road National Champion, the  2010 USA Cycling National Champion, the  2009 Paralympic National Champion. 

Debbie Lockhart, Deputy City Recorder for the city of Keizer, grew up in the Pacific Northwest and then spent 30 years in Dallas, Texas where she worked as a flight attendant, then in the private sector with a Civil Engineering firm, and later with a local church. She moved “home” in 2002 working first for the State of Oregon in the Family Services Department and in 2003 joined the City of Keizer as their Deputy City Recorder.
Debbie has been a member of Oregon Association of Municipal Recorders since 2004; served on the the the Website Committee and the Records Management Committee, and has co-facilitated the “Kick Ass Records Management and Archiving” (KARMA) Class at the Northwest Clerks Institute in Tacoma, Washington. She achieved her Certified Municipal Clerk designation in 2008 and Master Municipal Clerk designation in 2010. In addition to doing all the minutes for various Keizer Boards and the Council and managing the City’s records, Debbie is responsible for maintaining the Keizer website.

Michelle McDermott, ARM, Regional Operations Supervisor for SAIF, comes from a background of over twenty three years of experience in the field of occupational health and risk management. Throughout the years she has provided risk management consulting services and technical advice for customers.  As a strategic business partner and catalyst for innovative ergonomic initiatives, she has assisted various industries address loss prevention challenges in the workplace.

Ben Miller, an Assistant City Attorney for the City of Eugene, serves as the City’s in-house civil litigator. He primarily defends the Eugene Police Department from civil claims and trains officers on the legal standards governing their activities. Previous claims he has successfully defended include protest response, use of TASERS®, service of search warrants, use of control holds, deployment of canines, response to individuals in mental health crisis, and police pursuits. Ben previously served as a trial attorney in private practice and with the Oregon Department of Justice. 
Sean E. O’Day, General Counsel for the League of Oregon Cities, manages the League’s Legal and Research Department which engages in legal advocacy before state and federal courts on issues of importance to Oregon cities and provides assistance to city and state officials on legal issues that affect Oregon cities. Sean has over ten years of experience working with and in city government.  After graduating from the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark College with honors, he served as a judicial clerk to the Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court and then as the Deputy Legal Counsel to Oregon’s Governor.  Sean is no stranger to risk management issues.  Before joining the League, he worked for the City of Salem where he served in positions as Deputy City Attorney and Deputy City Manager. 

Bates Russell, the IT Project Coordinator for Clackamas County Technology Services, has over 15 years of experience with technology and education and leads both the Call Center and the Technology Training divisions.  This department has a strong emphasis on cybersecurity and client usability and was awarded 1st place in the 2014 Digital County Survey from Government Technology.  Bates loves outdoor adventures and lives with his wife and 2 children in Sherwood, Oregon

James Sikora, attorney with MacColl Busch Sato, PC, represents employers and insurers in matters involving Oregon and Washington workers’ compensation, civil and employment litigation, OSHA, and general employment law.  He graduated summa cum laude from the University of Pittsburgh and attended the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. While in law school, James was an articles editor for the University of Pittsburgh Law Review and a summer law clerk for the United States District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania. He is admitted to the Oregon State Bar, Washington State Bar, and the United States District Court, District of Oregon. James joined the firm in August 2013, after practicing in the areas of civil and employment litigation, Oregon and Washington workers’ compensation, OSHA, and employment law. 
Shane Swilley, employment law attorney with Cosgrave Vergeer Kester LLP in Portland, Oregon, is a Pacific Northwest native born and raised in Bremerton, Washington.  He moved to Oregon to attend college at Willamette University and has since made Portland, Oregon his home.   He obtained his law degree from Lewis & Clark Law School in 2005.  Since then, his law career has focused on advising individuals and businesses on employment law issues, as well as litigating employment claims, commercial business disputes, and consumer protection claims.

Kate Woods, RN, MN, ARM, has been the Risk Manager for the City of Portland since May of 2007.  She came to the City after almost 20 years with the State of Oregon’s Risk Management program where she  lead a government-wide safety initiative reducing state employee serious injury by 50% over a four year period and sustaining that reduction to establish an new baseline of performance. This initiative avoided multi-millions in workers’ compensation payouts.
Kate is trained as a Registered Nurse specializing in Occupational Health and Safety and holds a Master’s of Nursing and a certificate in Administration from the University of Washington. She worked for APD (OR-OSHA) as a Health Compliance Officer performing industrial hygiene compliance inspections. During her time there, she set up a Hearing Conversation Program for compliance officers. Kate also established the nation’s first general industrial hygiene compliance inspection protocol for acute care hospitals, established hospital-based occupational health and wellness services for a consortium of two suburban hospitals and a physician-owned health insurance company, and designed and implemented a Wellness program for both hospitals and the insurer’s staff.

